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       MEDIA STATEMENT  

NSSF DONATES 5,000 COVID-19 TESTING KITS TO MINISTRY OF HEALTH 
 

The Fund has donated 5,000 Coronavirus (COVID-19) testing kits worth over Ushs 381 

million shillings to the Ministry of Health, of which Ushs 60 million has been contributed 

voluntarily by individual NSSF employees. 

 

The kits are being procurement in conjunction with the Uganda Virus Research Institute. 

Delivery is expected in the next few days. 

 

Why Fund has chosen to donate testing kits 

The Fund’s decision to donate testing kits is informed by the model the Government of 

Uganda is employing in combating the coronavirus, which emphasises testing as many 

suspected cases as possible, as well as their contacts.  

 

The World Health Organisation (WHO) has also emphasised the need to escalate testing for 

the coronavirus as one of the most important steps in combating the spread, given that a 

significant number of people who test positive are asymptomatic. 

 

The WHO also says that; 

 Collection and testing of appropriate specimens from patients meeting the suspect 

case definition for COVID-19 is a priority for clinical management and outbreak 

control.  

 

 Testing allows health services to quickly identify who has the disease and arrange for 

them to receive the care needed.  

 

 Effective testing programmes allow governments and health authorities to 

understand how prevalent the disease is and how it is evolving.  

 

 Tracking positive test results helps authorities make evidence-based decisions to try 

to slow the spread of the disease.  

 

The acquisition of 2 mobile laboratories by Government for deployment at border points 

heightens the need for adequate testing kits.  

   

Given the advice from health experts, it is obvious that there is a critical need to test as 

many suspected cases as possible to control the spread of Coronavirus, hence our choice of 

donation. 



 

Innovating for Income disruptions  

In addition to the above contribution, the COVID-19 pandemic has presented an opportunity 

for the country to re-asses why social security needs to be at the forefront of our daily lives. 

 

Through the Fund’s Innovations Programme, we have launched an internal challenge, 

specifically to answer the question: “How might the Fund help members and customers 

to proactively prepare for disruptions to their income streams in the event of untimely 

crises in the Post COVID era.?” 

The Fund will be at the forefront of industry innovations to answer this challenge. 

   

We appeal to our members and the general public to observe directives and Standard 

Operating Procedures issued by Government to enable our country to overcome this 

challenge at the earliest.  

 
 
Richard Byarugaba 
 
MANAGING DIRECTOR  
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NSSF donates 5,000 COVID-19 testing kits to Ministry of Health 
 

KAMPALA; Tuesday, April 21, 2020: The Fund has donated 5,000 Coronavirus (COVID-

19) testing kits worth over Ushs 381 million shillings to the Ministry of Health, of which Ushs 

60 million has been contributed voluntarily by individual NSSF employees. 

 

Procurement is being undertaken in conjunction with the Uganda Virus Research Institute. 

Delivery of the kits is expected in the next few days. 

 

At a press conference held at the Ministry of Health to announce the donation at, NSSF 

Managing Director Richard Byarugaba said that the Fund is responding to a call by the 

Government and health experts that testing for the coronavirus is one of the most important 

steps in combating the spread.  

 

“Our decision to donate testing kits is informed by the model Government is employing in 

combating the coronavirus, which is an emphasis on testing as many suspected cases as 

possible, as well as their contacts”.  
 

In addition, the World Health Organisation has also emphasised the need to escalate 

testing, Byarugaba said. 

 

“Given the advice from health experts, a significant number of people wo test positive for 

Coronavirus are asymptomatic. It is therefore obvious that there is a critical need to test as 

many suspected cases as possible in Uganda to control the spread of the disease,” he 

added. 

  

The Minister of Health Dr. Jane Ruth Aceng appreciated the Fund for supporting 

Government efforts and responding to the call and underscored the need for enhancement 

of Uganda’s coronavirus testing capacity. 

 

“We are taking a comprehensive approach in the fight against Coronavirus. But we 

recognise that in order to stop transmission of the disease, we have to test and treat those 

infected. Testing allows us to quickly know who has contracted disease,” she said. 

 

The Fund’s other Corporate Social Responsibility interventions are in the areas of Heath, 

Education, Youth and Disadvantaged.  

 

Over the years, NSSF has implemented a number of initiatives that include a national blood 

donation drive, refurbishment of public schools, support to development sports, Career 

Development for students in Tertiary institutions and a countrywide Financial Literacy 

programme. 
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ABOUT NSSF 

 

The National Social Security Fund Uganda is a multi-trillion Fund mandated by Government 

through the NSSF Act, Cap 222 (Laws of Uganda) to provide social security services to 

employees in the private sector.   

 

NSSF is the most profitable, trustworthy, efficient, secure, innovative and dynamic social 

security provider that guarantees safety, security and a competitive return on members’ 
savings, delivering an annual return of investment of over 2% above the 10-year inflation 

average.  

 

The Fund manages assets worth over UGX 12.4 trillion invested in Fixed Income, Equities 

and Real Estate assets within the East Africa region. As the largest Fund in East Africa by 

value, we have the ambitious goal of growing our Assets Under Management to 20 trillion by 

2025.  

 

Since 2012, the Fund is regulated by the Uganda Retirement Benefits Regulatory Authority 

while Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic Development is responsible for policy 

oversight.  

 

For more information, please visit our website at www.nssfug.org, 

www.facebook.com/nssfug,   www.twitter.com/nssfug  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Media Posts  

 

Why NSSF donated COVID-19 Testing Kits 
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1. We recognise that in order to stop transmission of the disease, we have to test and 

treat those infected. Testing allows us to quickly know who has contracted disease – 

Dr Ruth Jane Aceng, Minister of Health  

 

 

2. We have a simple message for all countries: test, test, test - Dr Tedros Adhanom 

Ghebreyesus, Director-General of the World Health Organization 

 
 

3. Test every suspected case, if they test positive, isolate them and find out who they 

have been in contact with two days before they developed symptoms and test those 

people, too - Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General of the World 

Health Organization 

 
 

4. Given the advice from health experts, it is obvious that there is a critical need to test 

as many suspected cases as possible to control the spread of Coronavirus. – 

Richard Byarugaba, NSSF Managing Director 

 

 

 

 

 


